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FIVE TIPS TO HELP
YOUR ELECTRONICS

BEAT THE HEAT 
THIS SUMMER!

TECH TIPS
By Kelly-Rose McNeil, TECHBLDRS, Inc.

Summer is finally here. School’s out, days are long, and
memories are being made (and stored on your phone’s
Camera Roll). But as the days get warmer, it’s important

to the working condition of your computers, phones, and other portable
electronic devices that they remain as cool as you feel after a dip in the pool. 

If you want to make sure you’re able
to Instagram those 4th of July fireworks,
keep these five tips in mind as you go
through the summer months: 

Backup Your Data
Dropping your phone in the pool or

leaving your Kindle at the beach is costly
and painful, but not as costly and painful
as losing your irreplaceable photos and
documents. To avoid that, make sure
your data and devices are backed up reg-
ularly with a verified backup service
provider like IDrive, Backblaze, or Car-
bonite. A damaged device can be re-
placed, but your data could be lost
forever unless you back it up!

Allow for Airflow
Your devices like a nice breeze as

much as you do — so give them some
breathing room! Most computers, print-
ers, game consoles, etc. have fans and
vents clearly located on the back or side.
Make sure these are free of blockages and
have ample room around them (about
two-four inches) so as not to obstruct the
flow of air into and out of your device. 

No Sun
Never place your computer, phone, or

other electronics under direct sunlight for
an extended period of time, since the sun
can cause heat damage, damage to your

screens, and melting. It’s best to store
your electronics in a cool place, like near
a fan or air conditioner. And never leave
your electronics in your car — your
iPhone can’t use sunscreen!

Don’t Stack
Electronics get hot enough on their

own during the summer. Stacking them
on top of each other produces heat,
which can transfer between devices and
cause things to get dangerously toasty.
We want to roast marshmallows during
the summer, not important data, so keep
your devices spread out and use shelves
for device storage!

In an Emergency, Shut it Down
If one of your devices begins to over-

heat and malfunction, immediately shut
it down and (if possible) disconnect its
power supply. Taking steps to cool down
your device can help prevent damage
and data loss, so it’s important to let your
overheating gadget sit until it is no longer
hot to the touch. It will then be safe to
power up again. 

If you’d like to learn more ways to pro-
tect your devices and keep up on the latest
cybersecurity news, you can “Like” us on
Facebook at www.Facebook.com/TechBl-
drsInc or read our blog at www.TechBl-
drs.com/blog.  

Stay safe, stay smart!


