WALKING
AROUND VMIONEY
AND EARMARKS

By Barry Cassidy
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I have been advocating for a loosening of the system
statewide to bring back Walking Around Money (WAM).
There was a time before the single application when the
money was awarded without an application, but it was then

refined to the Community Revitalization Program (CRP), which at least
had a paper trail on how the money would be used.

People say that it is political pork, butI do
not look at it that way because I apply for the
competitive money and see the results of
what happened when they did away with
the CRP. Basically, what happens is that
large sections of the grants no longer have a
merit based system. Oh sure, there are some
grants awarded on merit, but the merit
money is getting a larger encroachment by
the political set asides. I remember one year
there was $6 million competitive in the
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11 Robinson Street, Suite 100
Pottstown, PA 19464

(MNote: hours are subject to change)
Hours of Operation— Monday: 8am-8pm
Tuesday-Thursday*: 8am-7pm
Friday**: 8am-5pm » Saturday***: 8am-12pm
* Dental only closes at 5:00pm
**Dental only closes at 4:00pm
***Dental only closes at 3:00pm

700 Heritage Drive, Suite 701
Hours of Operation — Monday: 8am-5pm
Tuesday-Thursday: 8am-7pm
Friday: 8Bam-5pm
Walk-ins are welcome (For existing patients)
800 Heritage Drive, Suite 802
(Dental)

Hours of Operation —

Monday - Wednesday: 8am-6pm
Thursday: Bam-8pm « Friday: 8am-2pm
Phone: 610-326-9460
Fax: 610-326-2432

http://lwww.ch-dc.org

Facebook

DID YOU KNOW CHDC

Provides Pediatric Care, Medical,
Dental, OB/GYN and Pre-Natal, Vision
and Substance Abuse treatment —
with a supportive team to assist.

Kids visits include:
Medical/Dental with same day
appointments, physicals for school,
sports, driving permits. We also
offer immunizations for all ages at
11 Robinson Street location, and at
700 Heritage Drive location.

Keystone Communities and $3 million was
taken off the top.

So, it was with interest when I was watch-
ing TV the other day and the president
brought up bringing back federal earmarks.
Everyone groaned except me. I think that
would be a good idea, because it would
make it clear who is getting what. I have
received earmarks, and I can say that they
can give a shot in the arm to an economic
development program.

It is important that the government
works for the people. I believe that CRPs
and earmarks recapture tax dollars for cer-
tain local projects that need money. The
Volunteer Fire Department, the good works
of a homeless transition program, or repair
of something not covered by a program.
People sometimes do not realize that when
you apply for a grant, there are guidelines
that are used to set the parameters of the
grant. A CRP grant includes the guidelines
of your project, so it makes it easier to use. It
is a custom grant so to speak.

On the federal side, it can bring money to a
project that is a difference maker. We received
a number of earmarks in Phoenixville, and I
do not believe we got past the planning stage
on any of them. In fact, I believe the local gov-
ernment decided not to pursue an earmark
Congressman Jim Gerlach secured for
streetscape improvements. I think there was
some earmark money for a number of region-
al projects, like the Schuylkill Valley Metro,
that never happened.

These kinds of grants are difference mak-
ers to a community, and lead to quick and
lasting change, just because of the sheer
scope of the proposal. It lets someone dream
about a project, and put some numbers and
logic to it, and maybe do something spec-
tacular.

On the other hand, the grants done with
completive federal money need to meet a
national priority or limited scope activities.

(Continued on page 56)
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Celebrating more than 30 years of Service in the Petroleum Industry

* SPCC Plan preparation & review
e SPCC Compliance
* Containment
* Oil/water separators
* Hi-level alarms & control
e Pipe, pump, rack installations
* Certified Welding
* UST & AST removal & installations
* CNG System Installations

Call today. PINE RUN CONSTRUCTION
Greg Dubas, President « Brian Dubas, Vice President
215-348-4500 « 215-348-8650 (fax)
email: info@pinerunconstruction.com « www.pinerunconstruction.com
4125 Landisville Road, Doylestown, PA 18902

Offering Products and Services to

Help Your Business Grow and Prosper!

Our experienced professionals
listen to your needs and help you
make the right financial decisions
for your business.

Now Located In Limerick!
Limerick Square Shopping Center
70 Buckwalter Road
Limerick, PA 19468

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Change to American Heritage Today!
888-JOIN-US-9 www.AMHFCU.org/Limerick

+ 30 American Heritage branches in Southeastern PA
+ 30,000 Surcharge-Free ATMs Nationwide
+ 7,200 Shared Branches Nationwide
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Nationwide Insurance
Dollfus Agency

Educator First Financial
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Are you trusting Your Business' image to
poor cellphone snapshots?

Business and Commercial Portraiture * Weddings * Families
Sports Action * Location, In Office or Studio Sessions

Photos tor: Business Cards, LinkedIn, Websites and Annual Reports

Visit us: www.stylishimages.com

Business Discounts available
for multiple sessions

Don’t settle for this

An 880.00 Studio session includes:
20-40 exposures taken (2-3 poses),
I clothing change
Upload to our website for your review
within hours of your session.

1- Retouched High resolution digital file
emailed to you within 24 hours.
additional files available for a small fee
Can you really afford to look bad

with a price this good?

e e—

P, -
.é(/) O ULSEIC

Limo Services & Group Transportation Has Never Been Easier..

24 Hour Personalized
Chauffeured Service

Transpoertation Services
For All Size Groups

Special ©Occasions
*» Weddings * Birthdays
* Proms + Anniversaries

» Airport Transfers
* Shuttle Service

* Sporting Events
* Theatre and Concerts

* Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties
* Coach Buses

+ Small School Buses
+ Large School Buses
* School Trips

* Corporate Events

* Sports Teams

* Church Groups

* Handicap Accessibility
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= =

1816 Weavertown Road, Douglassville, PA 19518
www.RhoadsLimos.com
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(Continued from page 55)

This creates a more “top down”
approach, which limits creativity and
ingenuity. I am not saying it is all cookie
cutter, but I am saying that guidelines
that are created by the allocation are
much better for the project.

But all the creativity aside, the real bene-
fit from a statewide CRP is the fact that it is
bottom up funding. There are local needs
that have to be addressed, and who better
to allocate dollars for those needs than the
state representative and the state senator
who have contact with the people? This
kind of program provides a recapture of
tax dollars that is a direct return to the
neighborhoods. I believe that it is impor-
tant for the communities. I also believe it
promotes responsive government —
Responsive to the needs of the locals, and
not a bureaucrat’s interpretation of what is
appropriate or in vogue.

It is just as important to keep politics
out of the merit money. It should be that
if you have the best project, you score the
highest, and you would get the money.
Now it is more a political decision as to
how the money is divided. To people like
me, who have been working these pro-
grams since the Thornburg administra-

tion, I have seen it swing back and forth.
I think the most merit-oriented adminis-
tration was the Ridge Administration.
They were looking for results, and it real-
ly did not matter much who you were
but more what you did.

If you look at it, as your money goes to
the state each year in taxes and everyone
gets the benefit of some budget items like
schools and public health, there are still
gaps in local projects that should be able to
be funded through the state in each of the
political jurisdictions. The jurisdictions are
based on population, and even though the
geographic spatial alignment may be a lit-
tle exaggerated, they are all pretty much
equal.

A benefit of keeping politics out of the
merit money should be the highest priority
for everyone in elected office. It is the
integrity of the system. Trying to come up
with a thinly veiled system where half of a
budget year’s appropriation for downtown
development money is taken off the top
really is not acceptable.

Barry Cassidy is a freelance grant and economic
development consultant. He can be reached at
barrycassidy@comcast.net.
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