Posters * Mailings ¢ Business Cards
Folders * Booklets * Programs
Large Format ¢ Banners * Vehicle Graphics
Office Wall and Window ¢ Decals
Signs * Small Runs and Bulk Orders
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Young Medical Spa
offers medically
supervised &
personalized
weight loss solutions.

Regular check-ins
monitor your progress
and energy levels to
make sure you lose
weight & feel great at
the same time!

LEARN HOW YOU CAN
MEET YOUR GO

at YoungMedicalSpa.com

Lansdale
215-362-7546

Center Valley
610-798-7546

IFOR SALE
Formerly Pulsations
4.84 ACRES
PREVIOUSLY APPROVED FOR 108 SUITES

AS THE STEEL SITE GOES, SO GOES
THE PHOENIXVILLE BOROUGH

The redevelopment of the former
Phoenixville Steel site is now essentially
complete, and Phoenixville has just been
nationally recognized as the #1 Best Small
Town to live in the U.S. by Travel + Leisure
Magazine.

The first significant repurpose of the
former steel site was residential town-
homes. When sales started, buyers were
so committed to the town’s future that
they literally camped out overnight to
stake their place in line. This watershed
event on March 20, 2004, produced not
only new residents to the center of town,
but their new disposable incomes and
their new attitudes as well, thus spurring
the re-opening of many of the empty
storefronts.

This was later followed by another camp
out located directly in the middle of the
central business district over new store-
fronts and bringing more sustainable local
consumers to all the downtown businesses.

Significant public and private invest-
ments already underway gave impetus
to new residents choosing downtown
Phoenixville as “the place” to live, work,
and play.

The late “Sonny” D’ Agostino of S & S
Development Company, said at the time

of the first campout which now turns out
to be quite profound, “It was a privilege
and an honor to be the Builder/Devel-
oper of French Creek Homes that
catapulted the ‘newness’ of Phoenixville.
To say that the success of the project was
beyond our wildest dreams is a gross
understatement. The mammoth success
is a direct link to the foresight and coop-
eration of al Borough Officials. And for
that our firm will be forever grateful.
To the residents and businesses of
Phoenixville, Sonny D’Agostino and
Sam Dixon wish you continued success
and growth.”

According to Joseph Scott McArdle
C.CIM., a realtor now with Keller
Williams Realty in Collegeville, the
“campout” for the French Creek Town-
homes was the pinnacle moment that
truly started the renaissance of
Phoenixville. McArdle remembers,
“There was a lot of talk for years, if not a
decade or so, since steel operations ceased
at the property. A Wharton marketing
professor of mine had a quintessential
saying, “Nothing’s real until it sells.”
I marketed the new townhomes on the
former steel site as within ‘staggering’
distance to the commercial center, being
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Valerie McLean Keller, Owner & Operator

Arrowhead Golf Club

A mature challenging public golf course with 27
meticulously maintained holes nestled in a serene wooded setting

Pavilion for Corporate Outings « Business Functions
100 Carts Available for Shotgun Start Outings

Qur 72nd Anniversary

League Dates Available « 9-Hole Play Available
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Greens Fees: Weekdays — $27.00 to Walk = $40.00 to Ride

Greens Fees: Weekends — $38.00 to Walk * $51.00 to Ride

* Rates drop after 2:00 PM 7 days a week
Pro Shop * Snack Bar * Rental Clubs

1539 Weavertown Road, Douglassville — 5 minutes from Route 422 & 662 N Intersection

For Tee Times Call (610) 582-4258

ROUTE 422 BUSINESS ADVISOR 422business.com and 422bizmag.com
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Zero

Insanely Clean Carpets®

J/ Stays Cleaner, Longer
/ No Soaps, No Shampoos
./ No Residue®

/ Carpets Dry Faster

UPHOLSTERY

Bridge Street bars and restaurants, which
appealed to first-time home buyers.”

McArdle headed the marketing efforts
that resulted in each of the campouts,
with tremendous sales and price appreci-
ations on their opening days, respectively.
The original townhomes that sold for
$169,900 would now sell for about
$500,000. A nice return for those who
committed to the town’s future back
when others feared to tread.

McArdle first became involved with
the steel site by helping ] Leon Altemose
with an ultimately unsuccessful bid at its
auction. The plan was to put Pulsations
Nightclub in the foundry building. The
foundry building is about 15,000 square
feet, as was the old Pulsations Nightclub.
It seemed like a good fit at the time. In the
early 1990s Main Street in Manayunk and
Columbus/Delaware Avenue in Philadel-
phia were becoming trendy with the
nightclub goers, offering several options
for patrons to visit in one night. Pulsation
Nightclub was isolated and suffered as a
result of the changing trends.

The Phoenixville concept was to master
plan the entire site around the nightclub
with residential housing and some com-
plimentary commercial uses, etcetera.
That eventually is how development tran-
spired for the site and the town, minus the

AREA RUGS

TILE & GROUT

nightclub, as it has so many thriving
breweries and restaurants all in one area.

Coinciding with the steel site auction,
McArdle suggested the idea of a contin-
uing care retirement community for the
property where Pulsations was located
in Glen Mills. The sale of the Glen Mills
location was to be used to fund the
development of the Phoenixville project.
McArdle spearheaded the rezoning
efforts including appearing before that
local township in the rezoning efforts. He
helped sell off the remaining portion of
the site when the infamous nightclub
Pulsations eventually closed due to
economic hard times and other factors.

As for the Foundry Building, Barbara
Cohen, the Executive Director of the
Chamber of Commerce and a board mem-
ber of the Phoenixville Area Economic
Development Corporation (PAEDCO) at
that time said, “The Foundry Building is of
such important historic and economic
significance that my husband, Allan, and
1, spent our own money to start the process
of preserving it for future generations.
Saving this building and its adaptive reuse
would save the steel company’s history
and have a very positive effect on the
town’s future. The Foundry is now a
premiere event facility and home to
The Schuylkill River Heritage Center
Museum.”

PET SPOTS

YOUR TRI-COUNTY

HANDYMAN

Renovations, Repairs & Handywork...
Done Right.

— Basement & Bathroom Renovations

— Deck Installation & Replacement

Small Commercial Office Fit-Outs
Joe Scotese, Owner

— Ceiling Fan Installation & Light Repairs

23+ Years of Experience,
Fully Licensed & Insured in PA

5VS &R CONTRACTING  rone: (610 207-9841

Built on Experience. Backed by Trust. Svsco ntracting .Com

— General Handyman Jobs

% Industrial Equipment, Inc.

Serving all of Southeastern Pennsylvania Since 1977

YEARS
cELEBRATING
1977 - 2025

Area’s Oldest Dance School
Now Forming New Classes
for the School Year!

Classes beging September 8
and you can continue to
register for some time!

Forklifts * New & Used ¢ Rentals
Sales * Service * Parts
Financing Available

PA | 610.369.9778
355.2110

Pottstown Dance Theatre
Michelle Jones Wurtz, Director

610-323-2569

72 W. Main St., Pottstown PA 19465
www.pottstowndance.com

You will form a love
for the art form and
make friendships that
last! You can dance as
much or as little as you
‘ wish! This is for YOU!

Boyertown
Leola PA | 717.
www.paindustrial.com

Ballet and pointe, tap, hip-hop, jazz,
modem/contemporary/lyrical, Irish
Dance, African Dance, break dance,
creative movement, Acro, and Pilates!
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